
 

Robertson Foundation for Government | 1801 F Street N.W. | Washington, D.C.    

 

 

ROBERTSON REPORT | ISSUE 1 | VOLUME 4 | MARCH 2016 

The Robertson Foundation for Government is a 

non-profit family foundation founded in the 

memory of philanthropists Charles & Marie 

Robertson. 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman: John H. Linnartz 

Treasurer: Geoffrey Robertson 

Member at Large: Robert Halligan 

Member At Large: Charles Meier 

President: Katherine Ernst 

Secretary: Julia Robertson 

Member At Large: David Ernst 

The Foundation identifies, educates, and       

motivates top U.S. graduate students to pursue 

federal government careers in foreign policy,    

national security, and international affairs. 

 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Katherine Ernst 

Dear Fellows & Friends, 

I trust that 2016 is off to a promising 
start for all of you! 

As some of you may have heard, we are 
losing two of our partner school deans, 
Amb. Ryan Crocker, Dean of the Bush 
School at Texas A&M and Jim Steinberg, 
Dean of the Maxwell School at Syracuse 
University. We thank them both for all 
of their efforts in support of the Foun-
dation and for our Fellows.  

I would like to commend 12 of our Fel-
lows who received Fellowship honors 
for 2016. Mark Hoover (Fletcher ô15), 
Tom Babington (UMD ô16) and Kristin 
Bushby (Fletcher ô16) were selected as 
Presidential Management Fellows 
(PMF). Ana Monzon (Maxwell ô17), Isi-
doro Ramirez (Maxwell ô17), Kathleen 
Hurt (Maxwell ô17), Michael Schwab-
Holler (UCSD ô17),  Adriel Taslim 
(UCSD ô17), Melia Ungson (UCSD ô17), 
Samantha Stein (UMD ô17), Eli Mitrani 
(Bush ô17) and Kelley Hanks (Bush ô17) 
received the Rosenthal Fellowship. 

This summer is sure to be an exciting 
one with RFFG Fellows interning all 
over the world! We have two Fellows 
who will be interning at PACOM in Ha-
waii. Two others will be interning with 
the State Department at the U.S. embas-
sies in Bangkok and Hanoi. And another 
will be in Indonesia with the Millennial 
Challenge Corporation. 

To date, the Foundation proudly claims 
33 Rosenthal Fellows, eight Presidential 
Management Fellows, eight Boren Fel-
lows, and three Fulbrights. Our Fellows 
are working in more than ten different 
government departments in nearly ten 
countries across the globe. From the 
U.S. consulate in Cusco, Peru to the ref-
ugee camps in Syria, Robertson Fellows 
are changing the world through public 
service. 

On behalf of the entire Robertson fami-
ly, let me express how proud we are to 
see our Fellows representing the Robert-
son name in all corners of the world. 
RFFG certainly bolsters the best and the 
brightest. 

Wishing you all the best, 

Katherine Ernst 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE RECEPTION 

Hosted by Deputy Secretary Blinken 

L-R: Grace Choi (Fletcher ô12), Andrew Chira (Fletcher 

ô12), The Honorable William J. Burns (President of the Car-

negie Endowment for International Peace), Christopher Lee 

(UMD ô15), Mark Hoover (Fletcher ô15) and Jessica 

Gottesman (UMD ô16) 

L-R: Jessica Gottesman (UMD ô16), Mark Hoover (Fletcher ô15), 

Christopher Lee (UMD ô15), Assistant Secretary Evan Ryan 

(Assistant Secretary of State for Educational and Cultural Affairs), 

Deputy Secretary Antony Blinken (Deputy Secretary of State), 

Grace Choi (Fletcher ô12) and Andrew Chira (Fletcher ô12) 

Deputy Secretary Blinken gives remarks on 

the future challenges of US diplomacy.  

RFFG Fellows with Amb. McEldowney 

(Director of the Foreign Service Institute) 

FELLOWSõ HAPPY HOUR 

RFFG Fellows with Assistant Secretary 

Roberta Jacobson (Assistant Secretary of 

State for Western Hemisphere Affairs) 

L-R: Kyle Fowler (Bush ô15), Jilliian Maloney (UMD ô17), Jordan 
Wilson (UCSD ô13), Mark Hoover (Fletcher ô15), Kent Boydston 

(UCSD ô14) & Eli Yani (UCSD ô14) 

L-R: Peter Tierney (UMD ô15), Chris Grant (Maxwell 
ô12) and Tom Babington (UMD ô16) 

Special thanks to  

Kent Boydston  

for organizing  

Happy Hour! 


